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by throwing incendiary grenades at the gun turrets; the
heat fuses the metal dome, thus sealing the gun in its
chamber. The officers told me that the Germans had
put the Liege fort guns out of action in this way, and that
they were keeping a sharp lookout to prevent similar
attacks. That was why they were now putting up
barbed wire on the brow of the hill above the fort. If
anyone had suggested to the French military staff some
months before that a few resolute Germans, dropped
from the sky or infiltrating through under cover of night,
could put the guns of the Maginot Line out of action, he
would have been ridiculed or arrested as a defeatist.
It was June i when I visited these confident young
men, and on June 14, the same day as the Germans
entered Paris, the Germans broke through the Maginot
Line itself. The German High Command report, which
is generally accurate, states:
In heavy fighting lasting two days against very strong
defence works the Army of General von Witdeben, sup-
ported by effective heavy artillery, broke through the
Maginot Line, France's protective wall which was supposed
to be impregnable. They thus broke in two the enemy's
north-eastern front already threatened from the rear, and
shattered the last hopes of the enemy of continuing the
struggle. The French eastern front suffered the same fate
when on June 15 the army commanded by Artillery General
Dollmann overcame near Colmar the powerful defence works
of the Upper Rhine and advanced towards the Vosges, The
Air Force pkyed a big part in the swift breaking through of
the Maginot Line south of Saarbnicken and later near Colmar
and Muelhausen. Whenever weather permitted, dive-